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himself with the King; but the interests of the Abbe* Dubois,
and of England, were obstacles which have been much deplored
since.

The Czar had an extreme desire to unite himself to France.
Nothing would have been more advantageous to our commerce,
to our importance in the north, in Germany, in all Europe.
The Czar kept England in restraint as to her commerce, and
King George in fear for his German states. He kept Holland
respectful, and the Emperor measured. It cannot be denied
that he made a grand figure in Europe and in Asia, or that
France would not have infinitely profited by close union with
him. He did not like the Emperor; he wished to sever us from
England, and it was England which rendered us deaf to his
invitations,, unbecomingly so, though they lasted after his de-
parture. Often I vainly pressed the Regent upon this subject,
and gave him reasons of which he felt all the force, and to
which he could not reply. He was bewitched by Dubois, who
panted to become Cardinal, and who built all his hopes of
success upon England. The English saw his ambition, and took
advantage of it for their own interests. Dubois' aim was to

o

make use of the intimacy between the King of England and the
Emperor, in order that the latter might be induced by the
former to obtain a Cardinalship from the Pope, over whom he
had great power. It will be seen, in due time, what success
has attended the intrigues of the scheming and unscrupulous
Abbe".